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LUKE xviii. 9, 10, 1h 12. 


He jw this Parable unto. certain 
which truſted in themſelves that 
they were righteous, and deſpiſed 


others. . 


| Two Men went up into the Ti emple 


to pray: the one a Phariſee, and 
the other a Publican. © 
The Phariſee flood and prayed thus 
with himſelf, God, 1 thank thee, 
that I am not as other Men are, 
Extortioners, unjuſt, Adulterers, 
or even as this Publican. 7 
1 [# twice in the Week, I give 
. Tithes of all that I poſſeſs. 


7 E have here a Phariſee drawing, his 

| own Picture to great Advantage: 
He goes up to the Temple to Pray; but, 
| YE 51 


(6) 

inſtead of begging Pardon of God for his 
paſt Offences,” or deſiring his Grace for the 
future, he looks upon himſelf neither to be 
guilty of any Sin, nor to ſtand in need of 
any Aſſiſtance; but, with a full Aſſurance \ 
of his own Holinefs and Strength, thanks 
God that he is not as other Men, or even 
as that Publican; that he was guilty nei- 
ther. of Extortion, ' nor Adultery, nor of 
any other Act of Injuſtice; and that he 
was exactly conformable to the Law. of 
Moſes, and Traditions of the Elders, giv- * 
ing Tithes of all that he poſſeſſed, and 
R Weeks ** rhctt oh) 
Were you to take this Man's Character 
from himſelf, you would be perſwaded that 
a better Man never lived, and that he was 
aboye the ordinary ſize of Mankind. 
The Phariſees were à Sect, that ſe- 
parated thetnſelves from the reſt of their Na- 
tion, upon this very pretence, that they were 
Wiſer, and. Juſter, and Holier than other 
nnen eee 
converting, others to their Religion: And 
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673 
yet, notwithſtanding this glaring Appear- 
ance of Sanity, if we take off their Mask, 
we ſhall find, that, under the covert of re- 
fined Religion, they were a moſt profligate 
Race of Men. | 8 

Our bleſſed Lord, who perfectly knew 
theirs, and all Mens Hearts, deſcribes them 
in their proper, and blackeſt Colours. (c) 
Te Phariſees, (faith he) make clean the out- 
ſide of the Cup, but your inward Part is full 
of Ravening, and Wickedneſs. 

So that thoſe, . who ſeparate themſelves 
from the reſt of Mankind, whatever may 
be their Pretences, are not always, we fee 
better than thoſe * ſeparate from; and 
ſometimes, as in the Inſtance before us, 
are much worſe. n | 

Indeed all, that break Communion with 
their Brethren, ate the worſe for that Se- 
paration, unleſs their Reaſons for fo doing 

be very Juſt, and Evident. For all Socie- 
ties in general are very much injured by any 
of their Members deſerting of that Society, 
and ſetting up in oppoſition to it; and in 
Religion, the Crime is much worſe. For 
our Religion obliges us to hold the Faith 
we profels, as it was delivered to us in the 

Goſpel, 
(c) Luke 11. 39. 8 U = 
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Goſpel,” and received by the Cat holick 


Church, in the (4) Unity of Spirit, and in 
the Bond of Peace; and this Peace of the 


Church is broke, this Union is diſſolved by 


thoſe, that break off from that Church, of 
Which they are Members, unleſs forced 
thereto by abſolute Neceſſity. I ſhall there- 
fore in this Diſcourſe apply my ſelf, 


I. To conſider the Reaſons which Men may 
have for their ſeparating from any par- 
ticular Church. And, 


II. To ſhew the dangerous Conſequences of 
an unneceſſary Separation. 


And I hope, that what I have to ſay up- 
on theſe two Heads may not be thought 
unſeaſonable, at a Time, when the Peace of 
our Church is broke, and thereby the 
Minds of well diſpoſed Perſons are diſturb- 
ed by thoſe, who pretend to be the moſt 
zealous Defenders of it. | 
The Reaſons that Men may have for 
their Separation are diverſe. | 
Sometimes a particular Church may hap- 


pen to be ſo corrupted, that it is not ſafe 
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82 
continuing in the Commiunion of it. This 
is the Caſe of the Church of Rome, and 
the Reaſon of our Reformation. When 
by the Incurſions of Barbarous Nations the 
Roman Empire, and with it all Arts and 
Sciences were deſtroy'd, a dark Ignorance 
ſpread itſelf over this part of the CHriſtian 
World, and our Religion ſuffered in the 
common Calamity. For during this Time, 
partly thro' an univerſal want of Know- 
ledge to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood, 
and partly thro! the Pride and Avarice of 
the Biſhops of Rome, the pure Religion of 
| Chriſt was defiled with many groſs Errors, 
and almoſt buried under thoſe Corruptions, 
which blind Superſtition had brought into 
it: In this unhappy State the Weſtern 
Church continued Sf Learning began to 
revive again among us; and then, as the- 
Light of that diſpell'd, by Degrees, the 
Clouds that cover'd us, we of this Nation 
perceived that we had long labour'd under 
the uſurped Tyranny of the Church of Rome, 
which was herſelf very much corrupted : 
Whereupon thoſe, who had the Care of the 
Reformation, in the firſt (e) Place * 
B the 
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(AH. 8.) Supremacy, Colliers Eccl. Hiſt. Part zd. p. 63. which 
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the juſt Rights of the Church of England; 


hat, as a National Church, fhe own'd 


herſelf to be in Communion with all other 


National. Chriſtian Churches, and a Mem- 
ber of the Catholic k Church; but juſtly 
difown'd herſelf to Be under the Dominion 
of the Church of Rome, or any other. Af, 
ter this they proceeded to purge the Church 
of thoſe: Corruptions, which had, during 
the Times of Ignorance, crept, into her; 


and reduced her to the Model of Primitive 


Purity: And upon this Foot (God be prais'd 
for it) we ſtand at this Day. If the Church 
of Rome ſhould acknowledge the Church of 
England to be her Siſter, and a Member of 
the Church Univerſal, whoſe Head is 
Chriſt, ſhe would give us but our due: 
But if ſhe will term us Hereticks, becauſe 
we deny her uſurp'd Authority over us, the 
Charge will recoil upon herſelf, and it is 
ſhe, and not we that occaſion'd the Sepa- 
ration. * 1 
Sometimes Men, withdraw from the 
Communion of a pure and incorrupt Church 
Foy "fone | our 


** 


: A.D. 1562, (Ed. 6.) the Book of Articles drawn up by 


mer, &c. were laid before the Convocation, and agreed 

there. Id. pag. 325. 2 3 
The 37th Article entitled ef Civil Magiſtrates ſaich, That 
the King of England is ſupreme Head of the Church of Eng- 
be Biſhop of Rome hath no Juriſdiction in this 
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good, but *tis 0 
not according to true Knowledge: They 
take Offences Where none are given, and 
are Scandaliz'd at ſuppos d Corruptions. 
Men who thus go aftray are to be pitied, 
and to be recalled to the Fold by all proper 
Methods; to be made ſenſible of their Er- 


rors by the force of ſound Reaſon, and to 


be overcome with the Charity and Good- 
neſs of thoſe, from whom they Diſſent ; 
who ought to let (/) their Light fo ſhine 
before theſe Men, that they ſeeing our 


out of miſtaken Zeal, founded upon Igno- x 
- rance: Their 2 in the Intention may be 
nfortunate to them, becauſe 


ö 


good Works, may be convinced of all their 


rrors, and fo glorify our Father which is 
in Heaven. | | 
But tho* Charity obliges us to think as 


favourably as we can of all Men ; yet, by. 


fad Experience we find it true, that, not- 
withſtanding fair Appearances, very wicked 
Deſigns are the Motives of ſome Mens Diſ- 
ſentions ; of which we need go no farther 


than my Text for an Inſtance: Here we 
ſee all the fair Pretenſions imaginable to a 


ſtrict Obſervance of the Law of Moſes, and 


Traditions of the Fathers; and yet they 


were no more than bare Pretenſions; Pride, 


B 2 and 
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and Intereſt being at the Bottom of the 
whole Deſign. | 
The Deſire of appearing Eminent in any 
Qualification, but eſpecially in Knowledge, 
3s a Paſhon that has deep Root in Human 
Nature; and, unleſs Care be taken to keep 
this Vanity within due Bounds, it is apt to 
puff us up, and to fill us with an Imagina- 
tion that we, who are ſo much Superior to 
others in Knowledge, ought to give the 
Law. to all the World. This appears to be 
the Caſe of the Phariſees, who, as (g) Jo- 
ſepbus tells us, were eſteem'd the moſt skil- 
ful Interpreters of the Divine Law. Nor 
Were they leſs taken Notice of for their ap- 
pearing Religious, and they had what they 
deſired ; all that they did of that kind, be- 
ing only that they might (þ) appear to Men 
to be Religious. For when once they had 
poſſeſs'd the People with an Opinion of 
their Holineſs of Life, and Knowledge in 
the Law of God, they could eaſily work 
them up to accompliſh their own ſecular 
Ends. | 
For the lower part of the World, and 
indeed in many * the better part of 
it, conſiſting of plain unlearned Perſons, 
5 1 ; | $ I- 
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( 13 ) 
innocent and undeſigning themſelves, and 
therefore ſo charitable as to think others 
ſo to; Perſons of ſuch good Diſpoſitions 
are very eaſily caught with Appearances, 
and give in their Faith implicitly to thoſe, 
whom they believe to be ſo knowing that 
they cannot be deceived themſelves, and fo 
good that they will not deceive others. 
For this Reaſon deſigning Men make 
uſe of Pious Frauds, and Religious Artifi- 
ces to create Diviſions: They cry out ve- 
ry popularly (i) great is Diana of the E- 
phefians, and this is eccho'd back by the 
unthinking Multitude, who are kept ſtran- 
gers to the private. Deſigns of thoſe who 
raiſed the cry ; and are not able of them- 
ſelves to judge of the dangerous Conſe- 
quences that may attend it. 
Give me leave therefore to lay ſome of 
, them before you, that you may be the 
better prepared to avoid them . 
And it is not one of the leaſt ill Effects 
of Differences in Religion, that, when Men 
are carried away with falſe Notions, they 
are likewiſe prejudiced againſt thoſe, who 
endeavour to reclaim them. One might 
expect that reaſonable Men would liſten 
to Reaſon, from whom ſoever it came, _ 
| et 
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| (14) 
let their Judgements, and not their Paſſi- 
ons direct them: But fo it is, that none 
e themſelves more, or to leſs Purpoſe 
than thoſe, who attempt to rectify a popu- 
far Miſtake: And this is, certainly, no 
ſmall Miſchief, to have Men ſo intoxicated 
with Opinions, that they cannot be pre- 
vaild with to hear that, which, when 
they are cool'd, they themſelves will own, 
would have been much for their Advan- 


= : 
„ OOO great Evil is, That Men are 
hereby inſenſibly lead into Lengths, which 
they, otherwiſe, never would have gone. 

When crafty Men have ſhaped a Project, 
their next Care 1s to find Inſtruments to 


perform it: To this end the People are 


ently drawn, by eaſy, and unobſerv'd 
Steps, till at laſt they are, unknown to 
themſelves, made 1 for the Deſigns of 

their Leaders: Popular Complaints are firſt 
made againſt thoſe in Authority; imagina- 
ry Dangers are painted to them in the 
moſt lively Colours; their Spirits are kept 
up with freſh Hopes and Promiſes; their 
Conſciences artfully diſturbed with Religi- 
ous Scruples; and, when they are thought 
to be duly prepared for it, they ſhall be at 
laſt told, that, if they advance not ſtill — 
e ther, 
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ther, they are certainly in a ſtate of Dam- 
nation. b TY 2 8 

Theſe are the Methods uſed to deceive 
well meaning Men: And is not ſuch U- 
ſage enough to fire a generous Mind, and 
at once to open the Eyes of the moſt pre- 
judiced ? What can be 'more Treacherous, 
and Unſincere, than for a ſett of Men to hug 
and carreſs the true Members of the 
Church of Exgland, to appear heartily con- 
cern'd for the great Danger they ſuppos d 
her in, voluntarily to offer themſelves to 
defend her Cauſe, and all this deep Diffi- 
mulation to be practiced by thoſe, Who, in 
their own Opinions, at the ſame time, 
look d upon us to be caſt out of the Pale of 
the Church, and given up by them to Eter- 
nal Deſtruction? If theſe be our Friends, 
Who can be our Enemies? Or what can 
they ſuppoſe our greateſt Enemies can do, 
more than they have done? They may 
alarm us with Fears of Dangers, that may 
affect us here, but they have done, what 
A lay to deſtroy us Eternally here- 
Alter. by > fol | $1.48: 
If Lexpreſs my ſelf with more than or- 
dinary warmth, the Cauſe I am pleading 
will, I hope, be admitted in my Excuſe. 
I am ſpeaking. now in Defence of that 
pure Religion, Which we all profeſs; — 
the 


ers) 
the Profeſſion of which we all hope, thro' 
the Mercy of God, to obtain Salvation; 
and whoever ſhews not ſome concern when 
that is ſo openly attack'd, does not deſerve 
to be eſteem'd a Member of the Church of 

England. 

We are now indeed roundly told that 
we are no longer Members of this Church; 
which ſhews the Charity of theſe good Men, 
were their Power equal to their Inclina- 
tion: Did our Salvation depend upon the 
diſpoſal of theſe Perſons, we find by this 
What Mercy we are to expect at their 
Hands; and that we muſt go their whole 
Lengths, or be at laſt deliver d up to Satan: 
And who can tell how much further they 
delign'd to lead us? They are already, we 
ſee, gone much further than at firſt we could 
imagine they would go: When we were 
firſt told that the Church was in danger, 
well diſpoſed Perſons apprehended that they 
underſtood by it that Church, of which we 
are Members; but now we find that the 
Safety of our Church was ſo far from being 
their Care, that, tho they would have made 
us the Tools to accompliſh. their Ends, yet 
we are, in their Opinions, at leaſt Schiſma- 
ticks; and, had their Schemes taken effect, 

(which, God be praiſed, they did not) — | 
| . a 


(17) 
had ſoon been look'd upon, and uſed as 
Hereticks., © n 
We, that are true Members of the Church 
of England, have great Reaſon to bleſs God 
that they have at laſt thus openly diſcover'd 
themſelves; for hereby our' Church'is freed 
from the- Reproach, which theſe Men 
brought upon it; and it will be no longer 
in their Power to deceive us. 
And, beloved, let us not be diſmaid, or 
diſturbed at their telling us that we are in 
a State of Schiſm : They may ſay that it 
is out of Charity that they acquaint us with 
our Danger, and out of their tender con- 
cern for our immortal Souls; but we may 
well doubt of the Sincerity of their Cha- 
rity, who have ſuffer'd us to continue ſo 
long in a State, which they are pleas'd 
call damnable, without once telling us of it 
till juſt this Juncture. . rv oy 
_ Beſides, they themſelves are divided a- 
bout this very Opinion; for tho? ſome of 
them preſs it now with ſo much Vehe- 
mency upon Mens Conſciences; yet others a- 
mong them, eminent for their Learning, and 
Piety, as (k) Dodwell and Nelſon, ' Names 
well known, beſides others, ftill alive, are 
of a contrary N They thought > 
N 1 RE BL ves 
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But if this Argumen 
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ſelves oblig d indeed to hold Communion 
with the depriv'd Biſhops, as long as they 
liv'd ;' but they thought themſel ves alſo un- 


der as great Obligations to come into our 


Church, upon the Reſignation of the laſt 
of them; and look d upon theſe Men, who: 
pretend to keep up a Succeſſion of Biſhops 
to be guilty of that very Schiſin they lay 
to our Charge. Now, until they can a- 
gree among themſelves to fix where this 
Schiſm lies, we have no great Reaſon to 


concern our ſelves about it. 


Nor is it 10 Argument that theſe Men 
are in the Right becauſe they are ſuppos'd 
to ſuffer for Conſcience Sake; not only be- 


cauſe Men have been known to act upon 


private Views, which they have | cloak'd 
with religious Pretences; but becauſe their 
being Conſcientious Sufferers (if they be 
ſuch) does not make them infallible: 
They may be good Men, and mean well, 
and yet may be ſubject to Errors: A 
ſtrong Affection to a Cauſe will naturally, 
and inſenſibly draw Men into Miſtakes 
n ne 301 th [10572 
t proves any thing, 
it proves too much; for Men at leaſt as 
Conſcientious as themſelves, and as great 
Sufferers for Conſcience, oppoſe them in 
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this very Point; and therefore, if we are to 
judge of the Strength of their Arguments 
from the Goodneſs of the Managers, we are 
at leaſt, at Liberty to believe which Side we 

pleaſe. | DO RIS 
The 20th Article of our Church (which 
they own) faith that the Church has Aut ho- 
rity in Matters of Faith: But it is the Church 
only that hath this Authority; and not pri- 
vate Doctors, and it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
for keeping of Mens Minds quiet, that we 
ſhould be thus at liberty in diſputed Caſes, 

until the Church has interpos'd her Autho- 
rity ; for otherwiſe it would be in the Power 
of every litigious Diſputant, to be perpetual- 
ly diſtracting Mankind with freſh Scruples. 
Now, neither the Scriptures, nor the Ca- 
tholick Church, nor our on having deter- 
mind any thing about the Matter in contro- 
verſy in favour of thoſe, who call us Schiſ- 
maticks,. we certainly may, upon Principles 
that they muſt allow, ſafely continue in Com- 
munion with our Church, till the Queſtion 
be determin'd againſt us, FO 
Nay further (till, upon their own Princi- 
ples, it is ſafer continuing in our Church, 
than in breaking Communion with it, till 
the Diſpute be decided: For theſe Men own 
that to break Communion, except for juſt 
Reaſons, is Schiſim; and therefore, till the 
"IS i Reaſons 
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Reaſons for a. Separation appear juſt, and 
have. been determind by Authority, ſo to 
be, there can be no Danger in keeping 
Communion with the Church, but very 
great in breaking with it: Becauſe, if any 
one of the Principles they go upon fails, 
they that ſeparate are themlelves guilty of 
what they _ 70 others. 
Conſider what ſlippery Ground they 
N { upon : Had Epiſcopacy been aboliſh'd 
Revolution, or had the Biſhops 
ey made, not been duly conſecrated, or 
Hereticks, then they would have had Rea - 
ſon to diſſent om, the national Church; 
but nothing of this is pretended ; they own 
that the (/) Biſhops; then made were duly 
conſecrated, Orthodox Biſhops; all that 
they, fay. is, that their Predeceſſors were 
e ae becauſe deprived by. the 
Civil Magiſtrate; and that is the , Cauſe 
of their Separation: But here they go up- 
on a 1 le, which at beſt, is only 
recarious: The Scripture is entirely ſilent 
the Matter, the antient Catholick Church 
has determin'd nothing about it; but, on 
the e 2 the e, of the Church, 
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mperor. Eee en, Eccl. * pag. 282 for which he 
quotes Socr. Eccl. Hiſt, 2 
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( 2x ) 
ſince the time that the Civil Magiſtrate 
became Chriſtian, and () the Practice of our 
own gives the Civil Magiſtrate this 
But franting that this Point were de- 


termin'd in Favour of them (which it is 
far from being) yet ſtill they have ano- 
ther, and greater Difficulty to get over, 
vis. To prove that theſe ſuppos d inva- 
lidly deprived Biſhops can Nominate o- 
thers to ſucceed them: (o) Here their great 
Champion for their firſt Aſſertion not only de- 
ſerts them, but turns their own Artillery u 
them; and proves very - plainly, that they 
cannot nominate- Succeſſors without being 
Since 1 . 22 be thus 
precarious, having nothing to ſupport them, 
either in the Word of God, or in the 
Uſage of the Church, but only Reaſon» 
ings and Inferences, which may be either 
true or falſe, what Danger are theſe Men 

in, who rely upon theſe Principles ? = 


r 
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() Bonner Bp. of London was deprived by Commiſſioners 

acting by a Commiſſion from Edw, VI. in which were ſecu- 

lar Men as well as Clergymen, and Bonner appealed to the 

King. Coller's Eccl. Hiſt. p. 28 7. | 

© In Q. Eliz. Reign the Biſhops were turn'd out for refuling 

the Oath of Supremacy, Id. 431. Ws | 
(e) Mr. Dodwell. / 
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if any one Link of the Chain ſhould give 
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that follow them, in that very Miſchief 
they pretend to ſnun. They are, to ſpeak 
the ſofteſt, guilty of very great Preſump- 
tion: I ſhall paſs no harder Cenſure: If 
they be in the wrong (as without doubt 
they are) their own Principles will con- 
e een, eee 
But, howſoever they may deceive them- 
ſelves, let us hold faſt the Form of ſound 
Words which we have received, and not 
Gringo away with every Wind of Do- 


1 


ctrine, or taken with the Appearances of 
thoſEwho lie in wait to deceive us: The 
mote Subtil their Infinuations, ' the more 
plauſible their Pretences, the more ſtrict 
ought we to be in guarding our ſelves againſt 
them: By the Steps they have already 
taken, we ſee what we are to expect from 

them, when ever it ſhall be in their Pow- 
er: Their Deſigns againſt our Church have 

hitherto, God be praiſed for it, been brought 
to nought; and, that they ever may let 
us, in the Words of the () Collect for this 
Day, Beſeech God, That his continual 47 
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would cleanſe and defend this Church; and, 
becauſe it cannot continue in Safety, with- 
out his Succour, that he would be pleaſed to 


preſerve it ever more by bis Help and Good. 
zeſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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